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Dear Donalda, 

BBC ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS 2018-19 

On behalf of the Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee I’d like to 
thank Mr Isherwood, Mr Carson and yourself for providing evidence on the BBC’s 
Annual Report and Accounts on 7 November 2019. 
 
Before addressing some of the substantive issues raised in evidence, I would like to 
take this opportunity to commend the BBC for the success of the new BBC Scotland 
channel. Since its launch in February, the new channel has showcased some of 
Scotland’s best creative talent, providing highly quality content, which not only 
speaks to the diversity of Scottish society and geography but also has broader 
appeal across the UK and beyond. The Committee welcomes the BBC’s continued 
commitment to Scottish audiences and looks forward to the new channel building on 
this success over the coming year. 
 
Equal Pay 
 
In evidence, the Committee raised the issue of equal pay and would appreciate 
clarification with regards to the following questions: 

• How many cases in which woman have come forward with a named male 
comparator have the BBC resolved as a fair pay case without recognising the 
male comparator? 

• How many cases have been (a) settled, and (b) treated as equal pay claims? 

• What proportion of those BBC employees whose salaries have been red-
circled are male? 
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• What support does the BBC provide to help employees when conducting pay 
dispute proceedings?  

• How much has the BBC paid legal advisors, including Croner group, to deal 
with cases involving pay disputes? 

 
Politics Scotland 
 
At the evidence session on 7 November, the Committee inquired about the possible 
suspension of Politics Scotland coverage at certain times during the general election 
campaign. The Committee would appreciate clarification as to whether Politics 
Scotland will continue to be broadcast during the UK Parliament general election 
campaign and, in the event of the programme being suspended during the 
campaign, the rationale for doing so.  
 
Editorial Guidelines 
 
The Committee understands that in July of this year the BBC updated its editorial 
guidelines. Section 4.3.12 of the revised guidelines (Contributors’ Affiliations) states 
that the BBC should not automatically assume that contributors from other 
organisations are unbiased and, appropriate information about their affiliations, 
funding and particular viewpoints should be made available to the audience, when 
relevant to the context. 
 
Given the revised guidelines clearly state that appropriate information about a 
contributor should be provided to an audience, the Committee would appreciate 
further information about when these guidelines have been applied. Furthermore, in 
instances where a contributor has been unwilling to disclose relevant information can 
the BBC commit to not providing a platform to such organisations?  
 
Distribution 
 
The Committee notes from the most recent BBC annual report and accounts, that 
distribution costs in Scotland have risen from £33.5 million in 2017-18 to £42 million 
in 2018-19. By our estimations, as a proportion of total expenditure, the distribution 
costs that are charged to Scotland as a nation differ markedly from the costs that are 
charged to England. The Committee would appreciate more information about how 
these distribution costs are allocated, including a detailed breakdown comparing the 
constituent parts of the UK across financial years.  
 

I look forward to receiving your response. 

 

Yours Sincerely,  

 
Joan McAlpine 
Convener, Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee 


